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The Group of Seven
Canadian Landscape Painters in Marathon from 1921 - 1928





The Proposed Route of ‘Group of 
Seven Trail’



Current Activities:
• Created of a Group of Seven Lake Superior Trail 

Steering Committee

• Ongoing outreach with potential partner 
organizations to discuss ideas for collaboration and 
partnerships. 

• Ongoing site identification, field work, mapping, and 
corresponding painting names provided

• Cabin designs for 3 rustic cabins

• A Trail Development 

• Completed an Investment Plan & Unity Plan for new 
business development in Marathon around services 
and accommodation 

Phase One



Phase Two

Targets

• Community Build Trail on Peninsula Hill

• Theming the Town of Marathon with images 
of Lake Superior inspired by the group of 
Seven, artwork in all motels and other public 
spaces

• Encourage further investment in Marathon’s 
service and accommodation sectors to 
support tourism



Phase Three
Targets

• Build 25-30kms of new hiking trail linking the Group of 
Seven painting sites to Coldwell  

• A full signage program including trailhead, interpretive, and 
wayfinding.

• Construction of rustic cabins then full serviced cabins for 
trail users

• An interactive website with history of the Group of Seven 
painting in the Marathon area, photographs of the painting 
sites in present day, images of the paintings themselves 
which some haven’t been seen by the public before, etc. 

• Education program with local businesses and 
accommodation sector to educate service providers on the 
Group of Seven, knowledge of the trail and amenities, and 
develop a tracking system to assess economic impact of the 
Group of Seven Lake Superior Trail in Marathon.  



Take Your Seat G7



Peninsula Hill Trail 



Rustic Cabins

Alternative 
Accommodation

- Hotels
- B&B’s
- Air B&B
- Campsites
- Cabins



Trailhead Signage



Trail Crew & Trail Opening



Partnerships



Guided Tours

• McMichael Gallery FAM Tour – August 2018

• Outfitter Packages



The Group of Seven Lake Superior Trail
An Overview

• A world class trail on land (walking) along the north shore of Lake 
Superior with Marathon as the hub

• The trail, which traces the Group of Seven painting trips in the 20’s, 
is being proposed between Pukaskwa National Park, to the east of 
Marathon and Neys Provincial Park to the west 

• The project is in partnership between the Pic River First Nation and 
the Marathon Economic Development Corporation

• The trail will allow visitors to explore a unique coastline and visit 
site locations used by the Group of Seven 

• An immersive experience will be offered in the study of native 
culture, history od the fur trade and railway as well as regional 
ecosystems 

• There will be three phases to the trail project with completion 
projected in 2020



Kirsten Spence, Project Coordinator 

807-630-5668 

g7trail@gmail.com

Connect with Us!


